	Pierce Suicide Intent Scale – To be completed after suicide attempt

 

Pierce, D.W. (1977) British Journal of Psychiatry, 130, 377-385
 

	Clients Name:_______________ Assessor:______________ Date: _______________

 

Circumstances

 

	1
	Isolation
	0
	Someone present

	 
	 
	1
	Someone nearby or on telephone

	 
	 
	2
	No-one nearby

 

	2
	Timing
	0
	Timed so intervention probable

	 
	 
	1
	Intervention unlikely

	 
	 
	2
	Intervention highly unlikely

 

	3
	Precautions against rescue
	0
	None

	 
	 
	1
	Passive (e.g. alone in room, door unlocked)

	 
	 
	2
	Active precautions

 

	4
	Acting to gain help
	0
	Notifies helper of attempt

	 
	 
	1
	Contacts helper, doesn’t tell

	 
	 
	2
	No contact with helper

 

	5
	Final acts in anticipation
	0
	None

	 
	 
	1
	Partial preparation

	 
	 
	2
	Definite plans (e.g. will, insurance, gifts)

 

	6
	Suicide note
	0
	None

	 
	 
	1
	Note torn up

	 
	 
	2
	Presence of note

	 

Self-report

 

	7
	Lethality
	0
	Thought would not kill

	 
	 
	1
	Unsure if lethal action

	 
	 
	2
	Believed would kill

 

	8
	Stated intent
	0
	Did not want to die

	 
	 
	1
	Unsure

	 
	 
	2
	Wanted to die

 

	9
	Premeditation
	0
	Impulsive

	 
	 
	1
	Considered less than 1 hour

	 
	 
	2
	Considered less than 1 day

	 
	 
	3
	Considered more than 1 day

 

	10
	Reaction to act
	0
	Glad recovered

	 
	 
	1
	Uncertain

	 
	 
	2
	Sorry he/she failed

 

	Risk

 

	11
	Predictable outcome
	0
	Survival certain

	 
	 
	1
	Death unlikely

	 
	 
	2
	Death likely or certain

 

	12
	Death without medical treatment
	0
	No

	 
	 
	1
	Uncertain

	 
	 
	2
	Yes


 

Items (1 + 2 + 3 + 4 + 5 + 6) = ‘circumstances score’
= __________

Items (7 + 8 + 9 + 10) = ‘self-report score’

= __________

Items (11 + 12) = ‘Medical risk score’


= __________

 

Total score 0 – 3 = Low Intent; 4 – 10 = Medium Intent; More than 10 = High Intent

